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SUBJECT: PRESS REACTIONS TO IRISH FOREIGN MINISTER'S U.S. VISIT. 

1. MEDIA COVERAGE OF FOREIGN MINISTER FITZGERALD'S VISIT TO 

THE US HAS BEEN VERY HEAVY AND UNIFORMLY FAVORABLE. FITZGERALD 
HIMSELF HAS BEEN GIVING A RUNNING SERIES OF TELEPHONE INTER- 
VIEWS TO THE MAJOR NEWSPAPERS AND RADIO/TELEVISION. FITZGERALD 
AND THUS THE MEDIA HAVE STRESSED THAT THE GOI HAS QUOTE WON 
THE SUPPORT OF THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION FOR THE GOVERNMENT'S 
CAMPAIGN TO STOP THE FLOW OF FUNDS AND OTHER SUPPORT FROM 
IRISH AMERICANS TO THE PROVISIONAL IRA. UNQUOTE. HE EXPRESSED 
HIS DEEP APPRECIATION FOR HIS CORDIAL RECEPTION BY THE 
PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY. THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
WITH THE SECRETARY WAS PARTICULARLY APPRECIATED, ACCORDING TO 
MEDIA HERE. 

2. AS REPORTED BY THE IRISH MEDIA THE BULK OF THE DISCUSSION 
WITH PRESIDENT CARTER CENTERED ON THE NORTH, AND FITZGERALD 
SAID THAT HE WAS PLEASED THAT THE PRESIDENT HAD SHOWN HIMSELF 
QUOTE VERY SENSITIVE UNQUOTE AND QUOTE WELL BRIEFED UNQUOTE 
ON THE RANGE OF ISSUES UNDER DISCUSSION. 
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3. IN HIS MEETINGS WITH US OFFICIALS AND IN HIS 
GEORGETOWN ADDRESS FITZGERALD HAS APPARENTLY BEEN 
EMPHASIZING THAT QUOTE THE RENEWED COMMITMENT OF THE 
BRITISH GOVERNMENT TO POWER SHARING UNQUOTE PRESENTS 
QUOTE SOME HOPE OF POLITICAL DEVELOPMENT. UNQUOTE 

4. THE ST. PATRICK'S DAY MESSAGE BY SENATORS KENNEDY 
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AND MOYNIHAN, SPEAKER O'NEIL, AND GOVERNOR CAREY DEPLORING 
VIOLENCE IN NORTHERN IRELAND AND APPEALING TO AMERICANS 
TO RENOUNCE ANY ACTIONS THAT SUPPORT VIOLENCE HAS RE- 
CEIVED EQUAL IF NOT SLIGHTLY MORE PROMINENT COVERAGE 
THAN FITZGERALD'S MEETINGS. 

5. IN AN EDITORIAL MARCH 18 THE IRISH TIMES COMMENTED: 

QUOTE IRISH AMERICANS HAVE HAD PAINFUL LESSONS TO LEARN 
IN THESE LAST FEW MELANCHOLY YEARS; AND IF THEY HAVE 
BEEN SLOW TO LEARN THEM, SO TOO HAVE THE PEOPLE OF 
IRELAND, NORTH AND SOUTH, AND OF BRITAIN. IT HAS BEEN 
NECESSARY TO OVERCOME THE WEIGHT OF MUCH HISTORY, TO 
SUPPRESS EMOTIONALISM, TO SPURN OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE 
LOCAL POLITICAL CAPITAL OUT OF THE SITUATION IN NORTHERN 
IRELAND - OPPORTUNITIES STILL EAGERLY GRASPED BY TOO 
MANY AMERICAN POLITICIANS. BUT WHEN THEIR OWN MOST 
RESPECTED LEADERS ADD THEIR VOICES SO FIRMLY TO THOSE 
OF THE IRISH AND UNITED STATES GOVERNMENTS AND OF THE 
SDLP, IT IS AT LEAST REASONABLE TO HOPE THAT THIS MAY 
MARK THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF AMERICAN SUPPORT FOR 
THE CAMPAIGN OF MURDER AND DESTRUCTION. 

THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT OF THE IMPORTANCE OF STOPPING 
AMERICAN AND OTHER FOREIGN AID FOR THE PROVISIONALS. 
DISCREDITED AND REJECTED AT HOME, THEY HAVE DERIVED 
POLITICAL AS WELL AS MATERIAL COMFORT FROM THE ASSISTANCE 
THEY HAVE RECEIVED FROM MISGUIDED PEOPLE ABROAD. IF 
THEIR LEADERS HAVE ANY CAPACITY FOR POLITICAL JUDGEMENT 
THEY MIGHT PONDER THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS LATEST 
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REJECTION IN AN AREA ON WHICH THEY HAVE DEPENDED SO 
HEAVILY - AND CALL OFF THEIR CAMPAIGN BEFORE THE DENIAL 
OF ARMS AND MONEY FORCES THEM TO DO SO." CURLEY 
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